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My dear Count, I am extremely grateful for
the letter you were kind enough to write in answer
to mine. I am myself imbued with the same ideas
and the same feelings you express in it with such
conviction and such loftiness of style. I am
indeed grateful to you for inspiring me again., 1
cannot fight the enemy with the same weapons you
use against him; my turn of mind, as indeed the
kind of gifts given to me by Providence, makes me
take greater interest in things than in people,
and I tend to have a global picture of something
big, and to develop my theme rather methodically,
sometimes perhaps rather too eruditely. The
poisonous shafts you are soO good at hurling
against the wicked and their unworthy protectors,
those stinging turns of phrase, those ingenious
comparisons you draw, those scathing parallels,
all these gifts are yours, and yours alone. I am
even tempted to believe that it is highly
desirable that the few who are still working
against the success of crime should together offer
the greatest imaginable variety of gifts in
fighting for such a cause; since, just as the
public at large is a creature made up of a vast
number of different elements, each needs to be
treated in the way it requires.

I still feel rather hurt that you do not even
know a word of German. You would be pleased, and
possibly somewhat surprised to discover, for
EEEEPIE' in the two works I am going to publish, Wewm

though I have appeared to limit myself to
pictures from 'L’'Etat des Choses’ (=The State of
Things), how far I have shewmt®—howlanat M™is breabed Man ; who ol
present is not the cause but at the centre of all
our woes, My chief aim, whenever I am writing for
the public at large, has always been to encourage
the good, but the next most important has been to
use every opportunity to show up the wicked for
what they really are. pleces

I am enclosing two peess, one of which was
written last year and the other a few days ago. I
must ask you to return the latter to me tomorrow
morning, as this is the only I copy I possess, and
I am sending it to London tomorrow where it is to
be published in English, in one of the best Jeuwmmads

It ic based on the present state of
public opinion in England, and I would ask you to
judge it from that point of view; it is a long way
from containing all my thoughts, but there is
nothing in it that is not a part of what I
believe, and in it I am not advancing an
interesting hypothesis, I am myself deeply
convinced that our present situation is better







than the last one, provided that we can make full
use of it, Piace
The other plaes

was written with greater care, and I can say in
all honesty that it came directly from the heart.
I already know that you will agree with the
principles and the ideas which inspired it; with
regard to the style, please remember that I have
only dared to write in French for gix years at the
most, and it would be quite incredible if it did
not bear witness everywhere to the habits and
characteristics of a man who spent so long working
in a language whose very spirit is so very
different from that of French, Bearing this in
mind, I have no doubt that you will enjoy reading
this pherplace

Pitt's death has been one of the most
important events of the present time. After
giving myself up for the whole of yesterday
evening to the grief and dismay aroused by such an
event for more than one reason, I have begun to
consider it today from a political standpoint; and
from this point of view I cannot help but say to
you (although I wouldn't want to say so publicly)
that there are various possibilities which might
make such an event advantageous for England, and
for Europe therefore as a whole, Pitt was
finished; he had outlived his reputation; in six
months from now people will be saying the same
about the last vestiges of his popularity.
Everything depends on who will be appointed to
replace him; and I would willingly (I don't often
say this) give up three days of my life to get to
Tuesday evening when we shall hear news which will
decide our common fate for quite some time.

Enclosed are the two crowns you were kind
enough to pay on my account. In the meantime,
please remember me as your devoted friend

Gentz

Sunday 9 February 1806
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