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MASSENET'S “ HERODIADE.”
PARIS, FeB. 3,
The Italian Opera last night gave the first repre-
sentation of Massenet’s Hérodiade. It was a great
success—2a success due as much to the rendering of
it as to the work itself. The opera is in part very
fine, but there are whole acts, and especially the
sacond act, in which science  takes the place of in-
spiration ;md musical geometry that of melody.
During this whole act there is not a moment’s
repose, a pleagant chord, a trace of melody. Itis
| an evolution of mathematical harmony which is
positively exhausting. On the other hand, in the
first act the chﬁ@_s_a_ﬁ;p;le_aﬁjng and these are melo-
dious passages. The third actisalso very fine.
After the religious march, which terminates with a
dance in front of the tabernacle, there is a sextet
with a chorus and _orchestra, and here thero are
parts which Beethoven might have signed. The
last act also was greatly admired. Maurel as Herod,
de Rizske aa John, Madame Tremelli as Herodias, '
and Madame Fides Devries as Salome showed great |
energy, knowledge, and courage, for this terrible
music requires artistes of the utmost power and
precision. Maurel renders the part of Herod ad- |-
mirably, but he is not natural enough. Madame |~
Fides Devries is irreproachable as Salome, and
Madame Tremelli shows herself a powerful tragedian
and singer as Herodias, The most curious thing in
.| this Italian cast is that Maurel and Madame ¥ides
Devries are French, de Rizske is Slav, and Madame
Tremelli is German, Asto the Tibretto it does not
conform, which is to be regretted, to tralition, and,
indeed, scarcely anybody present understands it.
.| In these circumstances, as the gecond act is the
| least felicitous, and the first 18 played t00 early to
bo heard, the order might well be changed, and
the opera might begin with the second act. This |
would not interfere with the comprehension of |
the libretto, and everybody would hear the first |
agh, 'The accessories were very well got up, — k
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| then, accomypanied
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by the Precentc.
Clerk, Mr.C. 8t. Clare Bedford, the canc

| Dean’s stall and ]nq" within the archy

screen while‘the brief formalities were gone
The Roysl grant and mandamus being

| to the Dean were handed by him to the

| clerk, who read both documents aloud. Tle lette:

| in the University of L(nnmn\:: . the place and dignity of a

set forth in regal style, after words of greeting, tha

1 y our especial grace, certain knowledge, and
motion, have given and granted. &c., unto our trusty .
well-beloved Brooke Foss Westcott, Clerk, Doctor 1
Divinity, Doctor of Civil Law, Regius Professor of Divinity

canon in ouar coliegiate church of St. Peter, Westminster
the same being now vm { by the promoticn of Dr. Alhed
Barry to the See of Sydney, and in our giit in fuil right to
have and to hold with all and smgu.ar profits, com modities,
em o.umum. dividends, excee dings, refections, daily distri-
butions, houses, mansions, aud all other rights and pre-
eminerces whatsoever to the said cavonry in anywise be-
longing, nl hough express mention,” &¢. The mandamus
baving also been duly read, Canon Westcott read a lung
declaration in Latin, in w hich he promised that he w ould
always prefer truth to custom, the Bible to tradition,and that
he would embrace with his whole soul the true religion of
Christ, and of which the substance is summed up in the
51 (cml prayer for the new Canon intioduced in the service
¢ That those thmp w h 1 he hatu promised and which
].1\ mny requires, he may fait hn lly perform to the praise
and glory of the xmmo of God, and the enlargenent of His
Charch,”” This declaration made, the I)( an, stepping down
from his stall,took the canon I Lt me. and having
conducbul bim to the third sgalleof t.i) n’s side, said :—
‘Cape hanc sedem ut Déi‘glor: n‘rﬂq anctoritate et
u\cm,rlo illustres, et Corpys © Wristi iny f ecclesia wedifi-
candum diligenter cures{ tdod ut g citer ]rwt(,»,
Spiritus rancti gratiam tiljydakgiatur Degynas. Amen.’
Immediate ly, as in the oldépwersmony” g6 fle installation
of an abbot, 11e1¢.])eum w{;;»ng #0d’ morping prayer
was continued in the ordina Hdrin;” with the additions
nlve.\dy referred to. Holy Communion was celebrated,
ard on leaving the church the new Canon returned to the
Jerusalem Chamber r, where he was formally placed in
seat in tlve Chapter-house, und where he signed the
Chapter-hook, i voltme which conta; ns the signatures of
Earle nl en, Spratt, Atterbury, and of a long succession
of worth'es, who from the Kestoration have heen deans or
canous of Westminster, among those of late years being
the name of a predecessor of Dr. Westcott in the Jae'fms
Professorship of Divinity at (umlmdy, Dean '_leou,
who was translated to the Bishopric of

Mgz, PARNELL AND HIS PARTY.—A correspondent
wrtes'—On Saturday evening tlve Irish members of
Parliament,who had I een in London for some time previoas,
in constant communication with Mr. Parnell, M.P., Iett
town for Dublin, where they will be present at a private
conlereuce of the lrish munbu‘s, to be held in the City-
Lblin, to-day. Mr. Parnell has also leit
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